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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


SSTMOTR.-Names maybe sent/r^ tern, to Miss Bennett. High 

. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester, 

wirrecdve names of people interested in this Branch (pro tem.). 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. . , ..... , . 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 

friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Russell 

Derby.— on April 30th, a meeting was’ held at 4, Full Street (by 
the kindness of Mrs. Parry-Jones), when Mrs. Harold Wager, B.A,, 
read a paper on “The value of Home Life in Education.’’ There was a 
large attendance and the paper was exceedingly interesting. An animated 
discussion took place at the close. 

Dulavich.— On March 14th, at Pond House, Dulwich, Mr. J. C. Hudson 
lectured on “Sloyd.’' He particularly pointed out the object in its 
teaching and use in awakening the boy’s observation. The lecturer 
brought many specimens of wood sloyd, also some beautiful brusli work 
drawings, another branch of sloyd. The lecture was well attended. 
Mr. Hunt, the chairman, proposed a vote of thanks after the lecturer had 
most kindly answered the numerous questions put to him. — On Friday, 
May 17th, the annual general meeting of this branch was held at 
Belair, by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Evan Spicer. The Rev. 
J. H. Mallinson presided. After the business, Miss Carta Sturge gave 
her lecture on “ 1 he Spirit of Reverence.” The discussion which ensued 
shewed the interest taken by the members and visitors in the subject. 
The chairman then proposed a vote of thanks to Miss Carta Sturge for 
her admirable lecture and with that the meeting ended. 

Harrow. A lecture was given on April 27th, on ** The Influence 
of Music on Character,” by Miss Lange, who is well known in musical 
and educational circles in town, and was listened to with deep attention 
throughout. The chair was taken by Mr. Jesse Herbert, w^ho spoke 
appreciatively, and opened discussion on the subject.— On May 7th, 
Miss Ambler, ex-student of the House of Education, gave an exceedingly 
interesting address on - The methods and aims of the House of Education.’^ 
some length on the way the system works out, she 
sai , hat a girl may expect to get from the training, is a strong 
serviceable suit of armour, complete in weapons of attack and defence, 

ready to enter on the crusade of life Miss Mason’s aims, then, are 

to send out to the world, the very most she can ; the great truths that it 
takes a genius to recognise as she has recognised them.” She ended by 
quoting Cato s words,-*^ After, this way return not, but the sun will show 
you that now rises, where to take the mountain in its easiest ascent.” 

Ldipnr^ I convincing and of keen interest. One of the 

audience bore emphatic witness to the - something besides ” which 

fhaTr^i^h^^ atmosphere 

that might \>& felt of power and reliability. 
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PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


Vol. XII. No. 7. j [JULY, 1901. 


PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

HELD AT 

The Portman Rooms, Baker Street, W., 
May \^th, itth and 1901. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


TUESDAY, May \^th, 10.30 a.m. 

The Countess of Aberdeen (the President), who was in 

the chair, said : Ladies and gentlemen, let me say what a 

great privilege I feel it to be present at the opening of this 

Conference, and on behalf of the Council to offer very cordial 

greetings to the members of the P.N.E.U. and to all who 

will be taking part in the Conference. I think we come here 

expecting much from these days, and I think, too, that we 

come prepared to get much, for I fancy that most of those 

who are here to-day are those who have followed the wor ing 

of the Union, and who therefore enter into the spirit an 

inner meaning of its teaching. In the words of the little 
^ H 2 

VOL. XII.— NO. /. 
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CONFERENCE. 


cTrcular which called us togecher, “ we are drawn together 
bv a common tie-our love for the children, and our destre 

fo serve them in the very best way. by 
elves for the great task of motherhood and chtld-tratning. 
SI we cannot begin this Conference without remembering 
that a shadow rests upon us and upon every society which 
exists for reaching after the common ideal, because we meet 
with the sense of that great national loss which appeals 
especially to a society like our own. We have all grown up 
in the consciousness that the highest home in the land was 
inspired by that reaching after the ideal to which we as a 
society desire to devote ourselves. We feel that we are 
bereaved— orphaned— yet at the same time that we are 
meeting with an added incentive to try to attain the objects 
of^our Union, inasmuch as our beloved Queen passed away 
at a time when our country was in the midst of dangers and 
difficulties — dangers and difficulties which can only be met 
by the production in the homes of this country of men and 
women who will be capable of facing and overcoming them. 
Our Queen has left us a great and precious inheritance, but 
none more so than the impression which has been left on the 
country that her influence arose more than anything else 
from character y through absolute devotion to duty, and always 
reaching after the ideal. We are, therefore, meeting to-day 
with that added incentive to be true and loyal to her great 
memory by striving to use this inheritance which she has 
left us. I will not take up your time just now, as the first 
business of the morning is to listen to a paper by our 
founder. Miss Charlotte Mason. We deeply regret that she 
is not able to be with us herself, but it is a great joy to her 
to see the seeds she has sown growing and flourishing. She 
sends us her greetings, and we know that she will be with 
us in spirit to-day. 


Mrs. Howard Glover then read Miss Mason's 
paper on 

“EDUCATION IS A LIFE.” 

We all know the P.N.E.U. motto,— “ Education is an 
atmosphere, a discipline, a life,”— especially well in the neat 
diagrammatic form in which it appears on the covers of our 
Library books. I am told that we, as a society, are destined 
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“EDUCATION IS A LIFE.” 


W live by our motto. A notable educationalist writes to roe 
in connection with public education,-" there is more need Aan 
ever for such a view of education as that embodied in thi 
rnemorable words which are the motto of the Parents’ Revim^’ 
An inspiring motto must always be a power, but to live 
upon the good repute of our motto, and to live up to it and 2 
It are two different things, and 1 am afraid the Parents’ 
Union has much and continual thinking and strenuous living 
to face. If It proposes to stand before the world as interpreting 
and illustrating these “ memorable words.” But we are not 
a faint-hearted body, we mean and mean intensely • and to 

those who purpose the best, and endeavour after the best the 
best arrives. ’ 

Meantime, we sometimes err, I think, in taking a part for 
the whole, and a part of a part for the whole of that part. 
Of the three lines of our definition, that which declares that 
“ education is an atmosphere ” pleases us most, perhaps, 
because it is the most inviting to the laissez-aller principle of 
human nature. By the way, we lose something by sub- 
stituting “ environment ” (that blessed word, Mesopotamia !) 
for atmosphere. The latter word is symbolic, it is true, but 
a symbol means more to us all than the name of the thing 
signified. We think of fresh air, pure, bracing, tonic, — of the 
definite act of breathing which must be fully accomplished, 
and we are incited to do more and mean more in the 
matter of our children’s surroundings if we think of the 
whole as an atmosphere, than if we accept the more literal 
“ environment.” 

But, supposing that “education is an atmosphere” brings a 
fresh and vigorous thought to our minds, suppose that it means 
to us, for our children, sunshine and green fields, pleasant 
rooms and good pictures, schools where learning is taken in 
by the gentle act of inspiration, followed by the expiration 
of all that which is not wanted, where charming teachers 
compose the children by a half-mesmeric effluence which 
inclines them to do as others do, be as others are, — suppose 
that all this is included in our notion of “education is an 
atmosphere,” may we not sit at our ease and believe that all 
is well, and that the whole of education has been accom- 
plished ? No ; because though we cannot live without air, 
neither can we live upon air, and children brought up upon 


